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SECURITY INFORMATION

1, The following conclusions of NIE-80: . o . are rolevant
te the consideratiom of Commmist reactioms to the supgested posaible
UN/US militery courses of actioas

%S, The Commmnists probably estimate that the Korean wmr
exerts a divisive influence on the Uestern Powers and that ab
least during the period of this estimate the UN/US i3 unlikely
to commit the military strength in the Far lest nocessary to = -
drive the Commmists from Korea, At the same time the Commmists
probably believe that the UN/US will take actioms during the
period of this estimate uhich will increase the costs and rxisks
of the Korean war for the Cormmnists.

17, We bolieve that during the perlod of this estimate the
Commmnists will seck to meintain strong military pressure in
Korsa while retaining a primarily defensive posture., At the
sare time, +the Cammniste will contimue to bulld up their
military strength in the Korea-lanchuria area in order to be
in a position to exploit any advantage which wmirht develop
or to oounter possible UN/US intonsification or expansicn
of the war,

n"7a, We believe that so long as the military stalemete in
Koroca contimues, the Commnists are unlikely to meke concessions
on the PO issus to sccure an prwdstics,

t7h, We belicve that the Commmnist objective to gain control
of 211 Xoreaz will remain unchenged. e also bolieve, however,
that the Commmists desire to avoid general war over the Korean
issue and that Commmist courses of action in Korea will be
determined by Communilst global interests.®

2. 'The follazng conclusion roached in S8E-37 « « . o is dlseo
rolevanbs v
18, o o ole belicove that 2 blockade and bombardment

woudd not in itzelf induce the Compmundsts to accept a Korean
settleront o UN terms.® .
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3, Since the completion of SE=37 end NIE-80, the Commumdsts have
a@eedinprﬂwipletothesmhmgeofmmﬂedanddisabmm
of wary, and have asked for a resurption of the armistice nepotiations,
Turthermore, the Soviet govermment has made several pestures which sugpest
a dosire to relax the present tonsion botween the Soviet Lloc and the
Yeot. AS yet there is not sufficient evidanee to estimate tith confidence
the mecendng of the Soviet pesturss or the Commmist proposals regarding
Korem, e believe, however, that they de not result elther from fear
of military defeat in Korea or from willingness of the new Sovist rulsrs
td end the Easte~llest strugple. H&mar s the Commmmilst proposals on
Kores and the Soviet gostures may mean that the Soviet mulers desire a
temporary rolaxation of tensiom, poesibly even including an armistioce
in Xoree, during the period when they are consolidating thoir position
in the Blos. They may believe that such a relaxation would be desirable
glen ao & means of weskeming the resolution of the Uest and of dividing
the US from its ellies, Therefore, we believe it is possible - though
not, probable == that the desive to win a treathing spell andfor Soviet
global policy may lead the commmists to conclude an amistice in Korea,

i, However, uc believe that the following conolusions, based on
the entix'e course of tho fighting in Korea, remain valid so far as the
Keresn wor in iteclf, eapart from Soviet global sh'ateg, is conccarneds

a, The Commmists have domenstrated a willingness to contimie
the fighting at present or expanded lovels in Korea.
Yo The Commmnists have avoided courses of action
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which mould be likely to result in an expension of the war
beyand Korea or to entail grave risk of global war.

¢ Political and economic conditions within North Korea
and Commmist China arc not cxsrting campelling pressure

on the Cammmists to conclude an armistice in Karea,

do TheCcmmm:!.stnﬂlitaxwpoMtialintheKmanmhas
groun steadily since the inmltistion of csasew-fire negotiationse
in mMd-1951, end the ensuy is now capable of lsunching &
major ground and/or air ettack with 1little or no werning.

5, Ue believe, therefore, thst in response to the possible
dourscs of action listed in the stetemont of the problems

a, Poseible course of action A would almost carteinly not
induce the Commmists bo conclude an armistdce, but might
encourags them to intensify their mlitary pressure,

b, Posailble courss of sgtiem B would probably mot induce
the Conmmmists to concluds an mymistiocs or, in itself, lead
toachaﬁgeianmxusb.omﬂmaaftha

. The remaining courses of action wuld probebly be
interpreted by the Cammmdsts ss indicating a determination
to foroe a militery decision in Xorca. The Commmists would
probably slso conclude that failure to achiewe the desired
results by course of sctien C or course of action D would almost
inevitably lead to the adoption of course of action E and then,
if nooessary, of course of ection P, If, before the actunl
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